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FWA Unveils “Oculus” Public Art
June 21, 2024 The Waynedale News Staff

Fort Wayne International Airport (FWA) has officially dedicated its public art piece, “Oculus.” Along with

“Oculus” artist, Gordon Huether, FWA welcomed community members, art donors, and airport Art

Selection Committee members to celebrate the airport’s community art piece and formally recognize

those involved in the project.

“Oculus” was created by Napa, California artist Gordon Huether, who is known for his large-scale, site-

specific permanent artwork installations – including those at Salt Lake City International Airport (SLC)

where he also serves as the consulting artist for the entire SLC airport art program. Huether was
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chosen following a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) process that saw over forty submissions from local,

national, and international artists.

Boasting a visually stunning mix of materials, shapes, colors and lighting effects, the installation

celebrates the rich history of aviation, enhances the airport’s visual appeal, promotes the state of

Indiana and provides a unique and interactive space for passenger experiences. “Oculus” stands in

front of the FWA terminal building with four, 18-foot stainless steel “wings” meant to reflect airplane

wings. Each wing features laser-cut patterns featuring iconic images relating to aviation and the state

of Indiana including airplanes, music notes, apple tree branches, and “hello” in a number of languages.

In the center of Oculus is a dichroic glass disk suspended from the frame that reflects a number of

colors.

“The concept for Oculus takes inspiration from the fluid and iconic shape of airplane wings and

establishes the viewer’s engagement with the history of aviation in the state. Its four, 18-foot stainless

steel ‘wings’ elegantly designed to resemble airplane wings also provide the support for an open yet

structured space for visitors to enjoy.” said artist Gordon Huether.

“Oculus” was made possible by the

generous donations of several Fort

Wayne area businesses. Platinum

Level donors were Steel Dynamics,

Franklin Electric, and STAR Bank. Gold

Level donors were Fort Wayne Metals,

Indiana Michigan Power, Rothberg Law

Firm, and USI Insurance Services. Silver

Level donors include Hylant, CHA

Consulting, and Petroleum Traders

Corporation. Mead & Hunt, FWA’s

architectural firm for the East and West Terminal Expansion projects and Michael Kinder and Sons,

who served as construction manager on the West Terminal Expansion and Renovation Project were

also Silver Level donors to the public art project.

“Oculus would not be possible without the generous contributions of our donors and assistance of

those that served on the airport’s Art Selection Committee. FWA is the region’s airport, and this is

reflected in the organizations and individuals who helped bring this art to life.” said Scott Hinderman,

Executive Director of Airports. “We are proud to have such a large public art piece on the FWA campus

created by an artist with Gordon Huether’s caliber. This type of art installation will allow passengers

and guests at FWA to engage and immerse themselves with public art that ties to the airport, as well as

our community, and beyond.”
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The installation of Oculus was completed by Gordon Huether and team members from Gordon

Huether Studios. Strebig Construction served as the contractor for the concrete work surrounding the

art piece. Work was completed on the installation earlier in the spring.

Passengers and guests to the airport are welcome and encouraged to engage with “Oculus” during

their visit to the airport.
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Recent News You’ll Love

Rich’s To Host Customer Appreciation Party

Rich’s Auto Center, a long-standing pillar of the Waynedale community, is hosting a special Customer
Appreciation Party on October 21 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. The event will be held at their shop, located at
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2135 Sandpoint Road. Customers and community members are invited to enjoy an afternoon of
giveaways, food, door prizes, and ...

I&M Sends 2nd Round Of Crews South

A second wave of power restoration crews from Indiana Michigan Power (I&M) are in numerous states
after Hurricane Helene left a trail of destruction and millions of people without power. In total, 466 I&M
employees and business partners are helping our sister companies, Kentucky Power and Appalachian
Power Company, restore service to their customers. Among the ...

City Offers Local Heating & Air Assistance
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The Office of Housing & Neighborhood Services began accepting applications for the City of Fort Wayne’s
Heating & Air Conditioning Program on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. The program offers qualified
residents a zero percent interest loan for the replacement and installation of new heating and air
conditioning systems for their homes. A mortgage will secure ...

ACPL Launches New TV Show

The Allen County Public Library is thrilled to announce the debut of a new television show, “Open Book
with Susan Baier,” featuring engaging conversations with local leaders and elected officials. Produced by
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Access Fort Wayne, the show will air on Access 1 on the first Friday of each month- beginning October 4,
2024. This monthly ...

Join In Fall Fun At ‘Howl-O-Walkoween’

Held on Saturday, October 19th at the Promenade Park Pavilion located in beautiful downtown Fort
Wayne, Howl-O-Walkoween features a pet costume contest, a costume parade through Promenade Park,
raffle prizes, pet portraits by Wild Paws Photography, several vendors, food trucks and more! The
costume contest check-in opens at 1 p.m. and the judging begins at 2 ...
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