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‘The Peaks’ are Salt Lake City Airport’s new gateway welcome for visitors

by: Derick Fox
Posted: Nov 8, 2023 / 02:00 PM MST
Updated: Nov 8, 2023 / 04:45 PM MST
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SALT LAKE CITY (ABC4) — Most large airports across the nation have an entry feature that serves as a gateway for those traveling to and from the

city. Now, the Salt Lake City International Airport has two.

Earlier this year, the Salt Lake City International Airport resurrected an iconic piece from Olympic history, the Hoberman Arch. On Wednesday,

Nov. 8, officials unveiled the newest art installation: The Peaks.
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10/18/24,9:27 AM 'The Peaks' are Salt Lake City Airport's new gateway welcome for visitors

ON HUETHER + PARTR

The Peaks, a new art sculpture outside the Salt Lake International Airport (Courtesy: Salt Lake International Airport)

Designed by German-American artist Gordon Huether, The Peaks is an abstract of Utah’s Mountains weighing in at 75 tons (or about 150,000

pounds) and standing at 90 feet tall. A map of the world overlays the five mountain peaks with a handcrafted glass disc embedded where Salt
Lake City would be.

ADVERTISEMENT

“This sculpture is the continuation of a theme we have been working with for over eight years,” explained Huether. “We are celebrating the

natiiral heantv that ic [1tah That’c what it ic here and all the wav thrainich the airnart ”
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LDS Church now offering sleeveless garments for members in warmer climates -
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10/18/24,9:27 AM 'The Peaks' are Salt Lake City Airport's new gateway welcome for visitors

>

Huether has played a vital role in the airport’s aesthetic features. Taking inspiration from the Beehive State’s landscape, Heuther has created
several large-scale art installations that millions see every year. These installations include “The Canyon” which lines the walls that lead to the

airport’s terminals and “The Falls” which hangs in the main terminal.

Bill Wyatt, the executive director for the Salt Lake City Department of Airports, said the art installations, specifically the new peaks, reflect a

combination of Salt Lake City’s place and culture. He said jokingly that used to be a green highway sign that said “Salt Lake City Airport, that

”

way.

ADVERTISEMENT

“When they’re here, we want them to know where they are by virtue of look and feel and textures,” said Wyatt. “That has a lot to do with what

we are here to celebrate today.”

Huether said his inspiration for The Peaks started with Utah’s Mighty Five and a cardboard concept held together by glue. As he progressed in

the project he became inspired by Utah’s five indigenous tribes and the fact that Salt Lake City is an international hub.

RELATED:Iconic Salt Lake City Olympic art piece emerges from history at international airport »

While he knows millions will see the work he has done throughout the airport every year, Huether said it’s not something he worries about.

“I suppose there is no such thing as an artist that doesn’t want people to see their work. | personally don’t really think about it that much,” said
Heuther. “Millions of people will see this every year and that’s probably millions of people who have no idea who Gordon Heuther is. That’s fine.

The idea is you just try to make the world a more beautiful place and try not to get attached to the name recognition.”

ADVERTISEMENT
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10/18/24,9:27 AM 'The Peaks' are Salt Lake City Airport's new gateway welcome for visitors
To honor the unveiling of the airport’s newest sculpture, Rios Pacheco, the Spiritual Leader of the Band of the Shoshone Nation dedicated with

a Native American spiritual prayer.

Heuther said he has been humbled and proud to be the artist on the Salt Lake City Airport Redevelopment Project. He also teased there would

be more to come as the project continues, including the future thousand-foot-long “River Tunnel,” which is expected to open in spring 2024.
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Barbie’s 2024 Dia de Muertos dolls are here, and ...
DOLLS & DOLLHOUSES / 23 Hours Ago

With Dia de Muertos right around the corner, Mattel has released two new dolls to mark the holiday.
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National Croc Day is Oct. 23. It’s a day to proudly wear your boldest Croc colors and proclaim your love for these comfortable shoes.

Everything you need to winterize your home
HOME IMPROVEMENT / 3 Days Ago

There are a lot of tips and ideas for winterizing your home, and most are simple and affordable. The time to start is now.

View All BestReviews

TOP STORIES
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Top Stories

MORE STORIES
= 55-year-old victim stabbed in fight near SLC airport

g Chutkan unseals much-redacted Jack Smith evidence ...

Middle East latest: Hezbollah says its war with Israel ...

‘ 6 inches of snow douses Yellow Lake Fire, 30% contained
m The FAA is opening a new review of safety at Boeing

m Trump hotel attracted would-be judges, ambassadors, ...
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